
Demonic Baptism
During the witch hunts of the Inquisition, the Devil was 
believed to administer a sacrilegious baptism to his fol-
lowers, usually at a SABBAT, and as part of an infernal PACT. 
The witches renounced their Christian faith and then ad-
opted a grotesque new name to symbolize their new iden-
tity. Isobel Gowdie, a Scottish witch tried in 1662, said 
that witches were baptized in their own blood and took 
names such as “Able-and-Stout,” “Over-the-dike-with-it,” 
“Raise-the-wind,” “Pickle-nearest-the-wind,” “Batter-
them-down-Maggy,” and “Blow-Kate.”

According to confessions made by accused witches, 
children were baptized by the Devil along with adults. 
Louis Gaufridi, who was executed for his role in the AIX-
EN-PROVENCE POSSESSIONS of Ursuline nuns in 1611, con-
fessed to witnessing baptisms at sabbats. He stated:

I confess that baptism is administered at the Sabbat, and 
that every sorcerer, devoting himself to the Devil, binds 
himself by a particular vow that he will have all his chil-
dren baptized at the Sabbat, if this may by any possible 
means be effected. Every child who is thus baptized at 
the Sabbat receives a name, wholly differing from his 
own name. I confess that at this baptism water, sulphur 
and salt are employed: the sulphur renders the recipient 
the Devil’s slave while salt confi rms his baptism in the 
Devil’s service. I confess that the form and intention are 
to baptize in the name of Lucifer, Belzebuth and other 
demons making the sign of the cross beginning back-
wards and then tracing from the feet and ending at the 
head.

Such accounts of sabbats and baptisms have been dis-
credited as fables that witnesses were forced to confess to 
by torture.
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Baraqijal    FALLEN ANGEL who teaches astrology. Baraqi-
jal (possibly a variant of Barakiel) is named in 1 Enoch 
as a “chief of ten” leader of troops of fallen angels. In 
Jubilees he is identifi ed as one of the WATCHERS.

bar egara    A Syrian DEMON that sits on the rooftops of 
homes and attacks men as they leave to go to work.

Barbatos    FALLEN ANGEL and eighth of the 72 SPIRITS OF

SOLOMON. Formerly a member of the angelic order of vir-
tues, Barbatos is a great count, earl, and duke of HELL, 
where he rules 30 LEGIONs of DEMONs. When the Sun is 
in Sagittarius, he appears with four kings and three com-
panies of troops. He understands the languages of all 
animals, especially the singing of birds, the barking of 
dogs, and the lowing of bullocks. Barbatos can reveal 

treasures hidden by magic and can reconcile friends and 
people in power. He teaches all sciences and knows all 
things in the past and of the future.

Barbiel (Barakiel, Barbuel, Baruel)    FALLEN ANGEL also 
described as a good angel.

As a fallen angel Barbiel is the former prince of the 
orders of virtues and angels. In HELL, he serves under Za-
phiel as one of the seven Electors. As a good angel, Barbiel 
is ruler of October and, when equated with Barakiel, of 
February.

Barmiel    DEMON among the 31 AERIAL SPIRITS OF SOLO-
MON. Barmiel is the fi rst and chief spirit under CASPIEL

and rules as a king of the South. He commands 10 dukes 
during the daytime and 20 during the night to do his 
bidding and the bidding of an EXORCIST. Each duke has 
20 servants, except four of the night dukes, who have 
none. The eight primary dukes of the daytime are Sochas, 
Tigara, Chansi, Keriel, Acteras, Barbil, Carpiel, and 
Manoi. The eight primary dukes of the nighttime are 
Barbis, Marguns, Canilel, Acreba, Morcaza, Baaba, Gabio, 
and Astib.

Baruchas    DEMON among the 31 AERIAL SPIRITS OF SOL-
OMON. Baruchas rules as a king in the east and north. 
His 14 major dukes each have 7,040 servants, all of 
whom are good-natured and willing to obey commands. 
The dukes are Quitta, Sarael, Melchon, Cavayr, Aboc, 
Cartael, Janiel, Pharol, Baoxas, Geriel, Monael, Chuba, 
Lwnael, and Decariel.

Bathin (Mathim)    FALLEN ANGEL and 18th of the 72 
SPIRITS OF SOLOMON. Bathin is a strong and great duke of 
HELL with 30 LEGIONs of DEMONs under his command. He 
appears as a man with the tail of a SERPENT, astride a pale 
horse. He understands the lore of herbs and precious 
stones. He can transport people from country to country 
instantly.

Bealphares    DEMON who will tell where treasure is hid-
den and will fetch gold or silver. Bealphares appears in 
the likeness of either a fair man or a fair woman and will 
appear whenever summoned. Bealphares will transport a 
person from country to country without causing any 
harm and will answer questions truthfully. He will give 
all knowledge of the magical arts, grammar, speech and 
rhetoric, arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy.

Beelzebub (Baal-zebul, Beelzeboul, Belzebub)    Prince 
of DEMONs. Beelzebub, originally an idol of the Canaan-
ites, means “Lord of the Flies.” The name is a distortion of 
Baal-zebul, the chief Canaanite or Phoenician god, mean-
ing “Lord of the Divine Abode” or “Lord of the Heavens.”

Beelzebub manifests either as a gigantic, ugly fl y or 
as a monstrous being of great height on a giant throne. 
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In his latter guise, he has a swollen face and chest, huge 
nostrils, horns, bat wings, duck feet, a lion’s tail, and a 
covering of thick black hair.

Beelzebub has been a feared and formidable demon 
from the earliest accounts of him. He was the Prince of 
Demons in Hebrew belief at the time of JESUS. The Phari-
sees accused Jesus of exorcizing demons in Beelzebub’s 
name, for according to belief, the power to expel unclean 
spirits was gained through PACTs with demons. The inci-
dent is recounted in Matthew (12:24–29), Mark (3:22–27), 
and Luke (11:14–22):

And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said, 
he hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of devils casteth 
he out devils. And he called them unto him, and said 
unto them in parables, How can Satan cast out Satan? 
And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that house 
cannot stand. And if Satan rise up against himself, and 
be divided, he cannot stand but hath an end. No man 
can enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, 
except he will fi rst bind the strong man; and then he will 
spoil his house. (Mark 3: 22–27)

In the pseudepigraphical text the Testament of Solo-
mon, Beelzebub, or Beelzeboul, is the Prince of Demons 
and is controlled by King SOLOMON with the help of his 
magical ring. Solomon has the demon ORNIAS fetch Beel-
zebub to him; Beelzebub resists but succumbs to the 
power of the ring.

Beelzebub identifi es himself as “the ruler of all de-
mons.” Solomon orders Beelzebub to explain the mani-
festation of demons, and he promises to give to the king 
all unclean spirits bound. He tells Solomon that he lives 
in the Evening Star (Venus). He alone is the Prince of De-
mons because he was the highest-ranking angel in heaven 
and is the only one left of the heavenly angels who fell. 
He was accompanied by another FALLEN ANGEL, ABEZET-
HIBOU, who was cast into the Red Sea. Abezethibou will 
return in triumph when he is ready, Beelzebub says.

Solomon orders him to summon Abezethibou, but 
Beelzebub refuses to present any demon. However, he 
says, a demon named EPHIPPAS will appear and raise Abe-
zethibou out of the sea.

Beelzebub says he destroys tyrants, causes men to wor-
ship demons, and arouses sexual desire in holy men and 
“select priests.” He also causes wars, instigates murders, 
and arouses jealousy. He is thwarted by “the Almighty 
God,” Emmanuel (Jesus), and will disappear if anyone 
uses the oath Elo-i (my God, which Jesus cried on the 
cross).

Solomon tells Beelzebub to cut blocks of Theban mar-
ble for the building of his temple. The other demons pro-
test at this unfi tting task for so mighty a demon. Solomon 
tells Beelzebub that if he wishes his freedom, he will tell 
the king about other “heavenly things.” Beelzebub says 
that Solomon can strengthen his house by burning oil of 
myrrh, frankincense, sea bulbs, spikenard, and saffron 

and lighting seven lamps during an earthquake. Lighting 
the seven lamps at dawn will reveal the heavenly dragons 
pulling the chariot of the Sun. Solomon does not believe 
him and orders the demon to continue cutting marble and 
producing other demons for interrogation.

The apochryphal text Gospel of Nicodemus describes 
how Beelzebub came to rule in HELL over SATAN. After the 
crucifi xion of JESUS, Satan bragged to Beelzebub that he 
was going to take Jesus to hell in revenge for all the times 
he had thwarted Satan. Beelzebub begged him not to do 
so, for Jesus was too powerful and would upset hell.

Jesus arrived, and Beelzebub pushed Satan from the 
mouth of hell and barricaded the gate, calling upon all 
the demons to help him. They could not keep Jesus out. 
Jesus trampled over Satan and snapped the chains of the 
imprisoned souls with a single word. He released all the 
trapped saints, who went immediately to heaven. Beelze-
bub was powerless against him.

As he left, Satan told Beelzebub, “Satan the Prince 
shall be subject to thy dominion forever, in the place of 
Adam and his righteous sons, who are Mine.”

In medieval times Beelzebub was regarded as a demon 
of great power. He was said to reign over witches’ SAB-
BATs. Witches denied Christ in his name and chanted it as 
they danced: “Beelzebub goity, Beelzebub beyty [Beelze-
bub above, Beelzebub below].” Their Eucharist was bread 
with Beelzebub imprinted on it instead of Jesus.

There are many stories of his copulating with witches 
in wild orgies. The witches were said to gather around 
the altar in a semicircle and then lie fl at on the ground. 
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They swallowed a foul medicine that made them sweat 
and then froze them in place. While they were unable to 
move, Beelzebub copulated with them. A frenzied orgy 
then began.

When BLACK MASSES were fashionable in high society 
in the 17th century, Beelzebub’s name was chanted dur-
ing the rites.

According to magical grimoires, a sorcerer conjures 
Beelzebub at his own risk of death by epilepsy, apoplexy, 
or strangulation. Once conjured, the demon is diffi cult to 
banish. A conjuring spell for him is:

BEELZEBUB LUCIFER MADILON

SOLYMO SAROY THEU

AMECLO SAGRAEL PRAREDUN

VENITE BEELZEBUTH AMEN.

Beelzebub also was among the demons blamed for 
demonic POSSESSION cases, among them NICOLE OBRY in 
Laon, France, in 1566, and the bewitchment of nuns in 
the LOUDUN POSSESSIONS and AIX-EN-PROVENCE POSSES-
SION in France in the late 16th and early 17th centuries, 
leading to the executions of his accused lieutenants, Fa-
thers Louis Gaufridi and URBAIN GRANDIER.

One of the demon’s most notorious acts was the EAR-
LING POSSESSION, in the early 20th century in Earling, 
Iowa. Beelzebub entered young Anna Ecklund at the be-
hest of her father, Jacob, in retaliation for not engaging in 
incestuous sex with him. The demon left on December 
23, 1928, in a terrible roar of “Beelzebub, Judas, Jacob, 
Mina [Anna’s aunt and Jacob’s mistress]” followed by 
“Hell, hell, hell” and a terrible stench.

Beelzebub rules gluttony, the fi fth of the SEVEN DEADLY

SINS.
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Behemoth    In the Bible a name used for the DEVIL, 
referring to an impure animal and unclean spirit. Behe-
moth is derived from the Hebrew word behemet, meaning 
“beast” or “large animal.”

Job 40:15–24 describes Behemoth as “the fi rst of the 
works of God,” the primal monster of the land:

Behold, Behemoth, which I made as I made you, he 
eats grass like an ox. Behold, his strength is in his loins, 
and his power in the muscles of his belly. He makes his 
tail stiff like a cedar; the sinews of his thighs are knit 
together. His bones are tubes of bronze, his limbs like 
bars of iron. He is the fi rst of the works of God; let him 

who made him bring near his sword! For the mountains 
yield food for him where all the wild beasts play. Under 
the lotus plant he lies, in the covert of the reeds and in 
the marsh. For his shade the lotus trees cover him; the 
willows of the brooks surround him. Behold, if the river 
is turbulent he is not frightened; he is confi dent though 
Jordan rushes against his mouth. Can one take him with 
hooks, or pierce his nose with a snare?

The verse 1 Enoch 60:7–8 a refers to Behemoth and 
LEVIATHAN as two monsters who will be parted at the fi -
nal judgment:

On that day two monsters will be parted—one monster, a 
female named Leviathan, in order to dwell in the abyss of 
the ocean over the fountains of water; and (the other) a 
male called Behemoth, which holds his chest in an invis-
ible desert whose name is Dundayin, east of the garden of 
Eden, wherein the elect and the righteous ones dwell.

Behemoth represents unconquerable strength.

Beherit    DEMON who is a great duke of HELL command-
ing 26 LEGIONs of lesser demons. Beherit has red skin 
and appears as a soldier wearing a crown and riding a 
red horse. He gives true answers about things past, pres-
ent, and future and can turn metals into gold. A magi-
cian must wear a silver ring when conjuring him.

Other names for him are Beal, Beale, Beall, Berithi, 
Bofry, Bolfri, and Bolfry.

Beherit was named in the LOUDUN POSSESSIONS and 
was described as having a pleasant and laughing face.
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