
Bubastis, and hence we find even classical
authors calling her Bubastis.

Bata Taurine god, tutelary deity of the
seventeenth nome of Upper Egypt. He is
known from the New Kingdom legend of
the two brothers.

Baubo

partly legendary in nature. Their symbols
and attributes are in common use
as lucky charms. Their names are: →
Cao Guo-jiu, → Han Xiang-zi, → He
Xian-gu, → Lan Cai-he, → Li Tie-guai →
Lü Dong-bin, → Zhang Guo-lao, and →
Zhong-li Quan.

Bebellahamon North Arabian
(Palmyran) god in whom scholars have
seen a variant of the Punic → Baal-
Hammon.

Beelzebub (Beelzebul) The well-
known derivation from ‘baal-zebub’, i.e.
lord of the flies, is not proven; it is more
probable that the name means ‘Baal the
prince’, thus corresponding to the
Phoenician concept of the god. He was a
tutelary god in the land of the Philistines
(II Kings 1: 2). Rabbinical texts inter-
preted the name as meaning ‘Lord of the
dunghill’; the word zabal � to dung, is
used in rabbinical literature as a synonym
for idolatry. In the New Testament,
Beelzebub is chief of the demons
(Matthew 12: 24–27).

Befana In popular belief in north Italy,
a female demon of midwinter. She brings
presents – but she can also turn nasty and
may turn up as a ghost. In some ways she
reminds us of the → Bercht in German
popular belief. The name Sefana (or
Befania) comes from Epiphany, the feast
of the Magi (6 January).

Beg-tse (Tibetan beg-ce � hidden shirt
of mail) God of war in Lamaism. He is
clad from head to foot in mail, and he car-
ries a garland of human heads and a
crown in the shape of a skull. He often
appears under the name of ICam-srin.

Behanzin A fish-god venerated in
Dahomey.

Behedti This god, who took the form
of a crouching falcon, was venerated in
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Initially, a personification, current in Asia
Minor, of female fecundity. According to
Orphic (Greek) tradition she is an old
woman, who makes the grieving →
Demeter laugh by showing her her
pudenda. The obscene gesture is to be
understood as a protective charm against
the powers of death. As a demon, Baubo
was visualized as headless or with her
head placed between her legs. The name
has been variously interpreted as meaning
‘belly’, ‘hole’, ‘womb’.

Ba Xian (‘The Eight Immortals’) In
Chinese popular belief there are many
men and women whose way of life sets
them far apart from others, so much
so that they can lead a happy life on
earth which never ends: these are xian.
A particularly well known group of xian
is formed by the ‘Eight Immortals’
who are partly historical personages,
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